Letter to BTO Members and volunteers, CAWOS members, and local societies

Dear CAWOS member
National Bird Atlas 2027-31 and Cheshire and Wirral Bird Atlas, 2027-31
The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and its partners (BirdWatch Ireland, the RSPB, Scottish Ornithologists’ Club and Welsh Ornithological Society) are planning a new breeding and wintering National Bird Atlas, with the fieldwork to run from autumn 2027 to Spring 2031.  At the same time, BTO has suggested that counties could use the opportunity of the National Bird Atlas to produce their own, more detailed, county atlases.
It has been nearly 20 years since the last national and county atlases, and a great deal has changed since then. The pressures on species and habitats have never been greater, and we need these new atlases so that we can identify the species and sites most in need of conservation action.
The last national atlas, Bird Atlas 2007-11, was published by the BTO in 2013 and the last Cheshire county bird atlas, Birds in Cheshire and Wirral, was published by the Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society (CAWOS) in 2008, with the fieldwork taking place between 2004 and 2007.  Both can be found online: the national atlas at https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/completed/birdatlas-2007-2011  and the county atlas at http://www.cheshireandwirralbirdatlas.org/.
As before, the atlases will draw on the support and skill of thousands of volunteer surveyors, who will help to measure changes in the number and distribution of all bird species in both the winter and the breeding season, collecting robust evidence that will underpin conservation action for decades to come.
The national Bird Atlas 2027-31 will focus on structured one or two-hour tetrad (2km x 2km squares) visits and will use new technologies including passive acoustic monitoring, BirdTrack and eBird data.  It will require at least eight tetrads to be surveyed per 10km square.  The Cheshire and Wirral Bird Atlas 2027-31 will aim for an ambitious 100% coverage of tetrads in the county.  
This letter is an early alert to the production of the two atlases.  When the last atlases were produced, BTO and CAWOS coordinated the survey work of many volunteers who gave their time and expertise to the projects.  We are optimistic that this can be done again working through partnerships of local societies, individuals and local organisers.  The projects will be launched this autumn, giving a year to plan the survey work which will start on 1 November 2027.
We will be in touch again soon.

Yours sincerely

Hugh Pulsford and Paul Miller, BTO Regional Representatives
Ted Lock, Chair CAWOS
